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The anti-avoidance safeguard in the consultation should remain. Customer numbers should 
continue to be aggregated across licences held under the same ultimate parent, and Ofgem should 
retain its normal enforcement powers where there is artificial restructuring or deliberate 
manipulation of customer counts. The transition corridor should not become a rolling exemption that 
can be reset by marginally dipping below 50,000. 

This modification would preserve the policy objective while improving its incentives. A supplier that is 
successful enough to grow beyond the small-supplier exemption would know in advance exactly 
when the USO will take effect. That improves operational readiness, reduces the incentive to halt 
growth at 49,999 customers and avoids unnecessary case-by-case regulatory engagement. 

In short: retain the 50,000 threshold, but make it a deterministic transition trigger rather than an 
instantaneous regulatory cliff-edge. 

I am content for this response and my name to be published as part of the consultation record. 

Kind regards, 
Marius Comper 




